The First Open Youth European Championship 

in Renju (August 8-12)

By Peter Jonsson, 1997
The tournament was held during some wonderful summer days at the Karepa camp in Estonia. The camp is situated about 100km east of Tallinn at the Finnish Bay. Karepa is a place where summer tournaments in Renju had been held regularly since 1989.

In my opinion Karepa is a good place for youth competitions because of the other activities available like swimming, tabletennis, volleyball, discotheque and others. And when the tournament was blessed with sunny warm weather the conditions were super.

Unfortunately there was only three participating countries: Estonia, Russia and Sweden. But almost all strong players took part.

At the opening ceremony it was a lot of activities and the children (and the grown up children as well) really had a good time. It has been a kind of tradition that each country has to make at least one performance. The organiser Ando Meritee made sure that no team could "escape" from taking part in the show.

Like last years World Championship in Nizhny Novgorod, the children were divided into three groups:

Group A: Boys born 1979-1982

Group B: Boys born 1983 and later

Group C: Girls born 1979 and later

In group A A.Klimashin was the main favourite. The 17 year old boy from St.Petersburg is despite of his age an established top player among adults too. You might remember that he become European Champion (among adults) in 1995. This year he also won the Russian Champion title and because of that was entitled to play in the top twelve group in the World Championship one week prior to this competition.

From the St.Petersburg club there was also another strong player, Pavel Ses. The Nizhny Novgorod player Sergei Olyunin who became runner up in the Russian Youth Championship earlier this year was also considered to be in the top.

In the first round Klimashin beat Olyunin and in the rest of the rounds Klimashin never gave away his leading position. Olyunin played very good in the other rounds and ended up at second place. Ses third place was quite logical but the battle for fourth place was hard. In the end the Estonian Lauri Naber made a strong finish. One strange thing. Naber took 2½ points out of 3 against the top three players but lost to some of the weaker ones. The Swedish rising star, Martin Carlsson lost the chance for medal by the defeat against Rusin, Russia.

The B-group had a clear favourite, Konstantin Chingin, a 14 year old boy from the strong club of Zhigulyovsk (1000 km east of Moscow). Unfortunately some strong players couldn't take part. For example Hannes Hermansson, Sweden and Sergei Shevelyov, Russia. The toughest challengers were from Chingins own club, but none of them could fight with Chingin who got eight wins and two draws in his games. The Zhigulyovsk players got the 5 top places, a really strong achievement. The club has a good organiser Sergei Gruzin and also top players like Peskov and Kabanov. At 6th place was Johann Lents, a young player from Tallinn.

Like in group B the group C hosted a World Champion of 1996 Jelena Lebedeva. She's 15 years old and a student of Irina Metreveli of the Podyuga Club (1000 km north of Moscow). Jelena ended up as the most superior winner of this Championship by winning all her games.

At second place we found Anna Gross a Zhigulyovsk player only 11 years old. Anna is getting stronger all the time and it will be very interesting to see her future development. The bronze medalist  was Anastasija Leshukova, Russia. The Russian girls dominated the C-tournament and best not Russian girl was Raile Rauk, Estonia.

It is really nice to see the children playing Renju and especially the most young ones. Two eight year players took part, Tunnet Taimla (10th place in B-group) and Alyona Mihailova (8th place in C-group).

After five days of playing most of the children went home (some stayed for the Karepa Open tournament) and as I said in my speech in Closing Ceremony: See You all at World Championship next year in China and don't forget to practise eating with chopsticks.

Tournament tables:

A-group
No.
Players


Country

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Pt.
   
Coef. Place

1.
Carlsson

Sweden

X
1
0
1
0
½
0
1
1

4½

14.75
5.

2.
Vostryakov
Russia


0
X
0
1
0
0
1
1
1

4



6.

3.
Ses



Russia


1
1
X
0
0
½
½
1
1

5



3.

4.
Naber


Estonia


0
0
1
X
1
½
1
1
0

4½

17.75
4.

5.
Olyunin

Russia


1
1
1
0
X
0
1
1
1

6



2.

6.
Klimashin

Russia


½
1
½
½
1
X
1
1
1

6½



1.

7.
Rusin


Russia


1
0
½
0
0
0
X
0
1

2½



7.

8.
Uja



Estonia


0
0
0
0
0
0
1
X
0

1



9.

9.
Gustafsson

Sweden

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
X

2



8.

B-group

No.
Players


Country
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
Pt.
Coef.
Place

1.
Viital 


Estonia

X
0
0
1
½
0
0
0
0
0
0
1½


11.

2.
Chingin

Russia

1
X
1
1
1
1
1
½
1
½
1
9


1.

3.
Losyakov

Russia

1
0
X
1
1
0
½
0
1
0
0
4½


7.

4.
Nitov


Estonia

0
0
0
X
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
2
8

9.

5.
Taimla


Estonia

½
0
0
1
X
0
0
0
0
0
½
2
4

10.

6.
Kozlov


Russia

1
0
1
1
1
X
0
1
0
0
1
6


5.

7.
Sevryukov

Russia

1
0
½
1
1
1
X
0
1
1
1
7½


3.

8.
Zaripov R.

Russia

1
½
1
1
1
0
1
X
0
0
1
6½


4.

9.
Lents


Estonia

1
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
X
½
1
5½


6.

10.
Zaripov T.

Russia

1
½
1
1
1
1
0
1
½
X
1
8


2.

11.
Mishagin

Russia

1
0
1
0
½
0
0
0
0
0
X
2½


8.

C1-group
No.
Players



Country

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Pt.

Coef.
Place

1.
Sokolova


Russia


X
1
1
0
0
1
0

3



3.

2.
Mihailova


Russia


0
X
1
0
0
0
1

2

4

4.

3.
Melnikova


Russia


0
0
X
0
0
1
1

2

3

6.

4.
Lebedeva


Russia


1
1
1
X
1
1
1

6



1.

5.
Leshukova


Russia


1
1
1
0
X
1
1

5



2.

6.
Tuvikene


Estonia


0
1
0
0
0
X
0

1



7.

7.
Timohina


Russia


1
0
0
0
0
1
X

2

4

5.

C2-group
No.
Players



Country

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Pt.

Coef.
Place

1.
Skalozubova

Russia


X
1
1
0
0
0
1

3

5

5.

2.
Nosovskaya

Russia


0
X
0
0
0
0
0

0



7.

3.
Erenberg


Russia


0
1
X
0
½
½
1

3

5½

4.

4.
Gross



Russia


1
1
1
X
1
1
1

6



1.

5.
Rauk



Estonia


1
1
½
0
X
1
0

3½

8

2.

6.
Tarasova


Russia


1
1
½
0
0
X
1

3½

6½

3.

7.
Sorokina


Russia


0
1
0
0
1
0
X

2



6.

C-group (places 1-8)
No.
Players


Country

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Pt.

Coef.
Place

1.
Lebedeva

Russia


X
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

7



1.

2.
Leshukova

Russia


0
X
1
1
½
1
0
½

4



3.

3.
Sokolova

Russia


0
0
X
1
0
1
0
0

2



6.

4.
Mihailova

Russia


0
0
0
X
0
1
0
½

1½

3

8.

5.
Gross


Russia


0
½
1
1
X
1
1
1

5½



2.

6.
Rauk


Estonia


0
0
0
0
0
X
1
½

1½

5

7.

7.
Tarasova

Russia


0
1
1
1
0
0
X
½

3½



4.

8.
Erenberg

Russia


0
½
1
½
0
½
½
X

3



5.

C-group (places 9-14)
No.
Players



Country

1
2
3
4
5
6

Pt.

Coef.
Place

1.
Timohina


Russia


X
0
1
½
1
1

3½



10.-11.

2.
Melnikova


Russia


1
X
1
1
1
1

5



9.

3.
Tuvikene


Estonia


0
0
X
½
1
1

2



12.

4.
Skalozubova

Russia


½
0
1
X
1
1

3½



10.-11.

5.
Sorokina


Russia


0
0
0
0
X
1

1



13.

6.
Nosovskaya

Russia


0
0
0
0
0
X

0



14.

Games commented by Soosõrv (translated by Meritee)



Lebedeva-Leshukova, 1:0 >>>



About move 8-8 they say that it is weaker than 8-g10. 10-10 gives very passive position for white. It was quite possible for white to fight on after move 17 by playing elementary 18-19. If black would answered 19-18, white could still hold the position with 20-L6. But 18-18?? and Lebedeva got another point.

<<< Olyunin-Klimashin, 0:1
The series of moves 7…11 doesn't bring anything good for black, neither 13…17. After this comes the agony. This game proves even better than the tournament table Klimashin's predominance over his opponents.
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