European Youth Championship in Podyuga

(June 15.-20., 1999)

By Ants Soosõrv (Translated by Maris Tuvikene)
In the world there are a lot of small settlements which are big and known for the renju world. At first everyone probably remembers a wonderful small town in the north of Sweden – Arjeplog, where the 3rd World Championship in renju was held in 1993. There is another place like that in Sweden – Högsjö. Although big international tournaments have not been held in Högsjö (we hope that they will), but in return serious training work has been done for years and so they can be proud and say that they have their own world champion. Namely, in 1998 Hannes Hermansson became the winner in the older boys group. 

In a bit different way is known such a beautiful place by the sea in Estonia as Karepa. There aren’t any renjuplayers there, but a camp, where once a year an international tournament is held. But now to Podyuga. I remind you that Podyuga is a settlement with 4000 residents in northern Russia in Arhangelsk County. In 1997 an international tournament took place there and it was also reviewed by the RW (look at RW nr.26). Even then I couldn’t save colours in praising the tournament. The good organizing of Podyuga Open 1997 was a big and pleasant surprise for me. There was a hope that the tournament would become traditional and therefore I invited the readers of the RW to Podyuga Open 1998. But unfortunately it was not possible for Irina Metreveli to hold the tournament last year for personal reasons. But in return they took a step forward and organized an international title tournament. Even in Russia there were people who had a somewhat sceptical attitude towards Podyuga’s success, but again it became clear that size doesn’t matter. In carrying out the tournament almost all the better forces of the settlement were included, also the computer specialists from the nearby district center Konosha and a television brigade from Arhangelsk. 

Again I would like to praise Irina Metreveli, who only a couple of days before the tournament was in the hands of an illness, but still could take care of everything. In spite of the difficult economical times in Russia there seemed to be no lack of sponsors on the tournament. And also I was given so much prizes as a trainer that I have never got so much of them even as a player. (Now you can see why I praise Podyuga so much!)

A thing I wasn’t happy about was the number of participating countries. There were players from Russia, Ukraine, Sweden and Estonia. And from the last three countries there were only 7 representatives altogether. Thus the rest of 57 players 50 were Russians. Of course, at the moment youth renju in Russia is at a much higher level than elsewhere in Europe. Right now there are 5 bigger centers in Russia, where young people are regularly trained – Podyuga (trainer Irina Metreveli), Zhigulyovsk (Sergei Gruzin), Nizhni Novgorod (Alexei Skuridin), Rybinsk (Sergei Volkov) and Moscow (Dmitri Krasnonosov). In the meantime there was a training-group in St. Petersburg under the guidance of Vityok (Victor Aleksandrov). St-Petersburg players can taste the fruits of that time for long – Vityok succeeded to bring such players as Pavel Ses and Aleksander Klimashin into renju and grow them into champions.

The whole story was told to show that if the whole thing looked like Russia’s Open Youth Championship, then probably because the situation is that way right now.

Of course, I hope Armenians won’t take offence for not mentioning them. Hopefully their youth will manage to attend some title tournaments before long and prove their strength. 

Now about every tournament separately. 

In group A, among the older boys, all the best players in Russia at the moment were present. Last year’s champion Hannes Hermansson and the representative of Estonia Pavel Voznyuk, who fell ill at the last moment, were missing, but probably even they could have not squeezed themselves into the top three. Klimashin was the indisputable favourite of the tournament in spite of  little competition practice during the last years. It was noticeable that he had more experience than the others. True, the first place didn’t come easily for him – in a game against Chingin he had a theoretical win beginning with the 14th move, but Alexander didn’t know how to play. He started to defend, got into a quite hopeless position, but lucky for him his opponent couldn’t realize that…

The second place of Pavel Ses was deserved and undeserved at the same time. Deserved, because Pavel is undoubtedly a good player. Undeserved, because a quick draw made in the final part of the tournament with his friend Klimashin didn’t give Chingin a chance. 

But Chingin will definitely give Ses and Klimashin a battle in the future (among grown-up players). If only he would keep having money for going to the tournaments! 

To Sergei Shevelyov the 4th place was definitely a great disappointment. He recently became the winner of the Championship of Russia with a score that was 1.5 points ahead of others. Maybe nerves let him down because sometimes he was seen walking in the forest at half past four in the morning. 

Marcus Eriksson as a true fighter gave everything of himself, by scarcely being ahead of extremely quickly progressing new star of St. Petersburg Vitali Yegorov and the best player from Podyuga at this moment Sergei Nogovitsin. 

The representative of Ukraine Anton Devichensky probably had a lack of experience on international tournaments and in the future he will probably show his skills.

Group A 

Participant


Country
Points

1. Klimashin Alexandr 
RUS 

9 

2. Ses Pavel


RUS 

8.5 

3. Chingin Konstantin
RUS 

8.5 

4. Shevelyov Sergey 
RUS 

7.5 

5. Eriksson Marcus 

SWE 

5 

6. Egorov Vitaly

RUS 

5 

7. Nogovitsin Sergey 
RUS 

4.5 

8. Losyakov Sergey 

RUS 

3 

 9. Devichensky Anton 
UKR 

3 

10. Mikryukov Mikhail 
RUS 

1  

11. Maltsev Sergey 

RUS 

0 

In group B (boys aged 14 and less) the last European Championship was quite boring. Namely the top five places went to the students of Sergei Gruzin from Zhigulyovsk and by the way Sergei Chingin got the first place. But in the meantime all the best players went on to the older group and Russia didn’t have a leader like Chingin to put out at the moment. True, they had some strong players, the favourites were Mihail Kazarin from Podyuga, Sergei Ogorodov from Moscow and Stanislav Diner, who had surprised everyone with his first place on the Championship of Russia. Still I thought it was possible for Russia to be left without a medal in this group. “The foreigners” had such experienced players who had hardened on international tournaments like Tunnet Taimla, Linus Hermansson and Johann Lents. In reality, Tunnet Taimla was the only one who more or less realized his abilities. Johann lost four games with winning positions and Linus was totally out of joint. I think that one reason was the short time control, which evidently disturbed stronger players. I believe that on next championship it would be reasonable to play 9 rounds instead of 11 and enlarge the time control from 60 minutes to 90 minutes. 

Podyugans Denis Nekrasov (was the leader for a long time) and Nikolay Novikov became the surprisers of the tournament and offered efficient competition to Tunnet. Irina Metreveli’s favourites were Kazarin and Vershinin, but it seems that she has succeeded in bringing up so many good renjuplayers that she even  herself doesn’t know who is the strongest at the moment (
I would definitely like to mention Evgeny Sumarokov’s good performance. The boy is only 7 years old and was able to win 5 games!

Group B 

Participant


Country
Points

1. Taimla Tunnet 

Estonia 
9.5 

2. Nekrasov Denis 

Russia 
9 

3. Novikov Nikolay 

Russia 
9 

4. Diner Stanislav 

Russia 
8 

5. Lents Johann 

Estonia 
6.5 

6. Ogorodov Sergey 
Russia 
6.5 

7. Ryabov Alexandr 
Russia 
6 

8. Devichenskiy Ilya 
Ukraine 
6 

9. Kazarin Mikhail 

Russia 
6  

10. Vershinin Pavel 

Russia 
6  

11. Hermansson Linus 
Sweden
5.5 

12. Grishnin Stepan 

Russia 
5 

13. Nekrasov Evgeny 
Russia 
5 

14. Sumarokov Evgeny 
Russia 
5  

15. Prokhorov Vitaly 
Russia 
5 

16. Korolyov Alexey 
Russia 
4  

17. Provorov Yuri 

Russia 
4 

18. Dukhno Evgeny 

Russia 
2 

19. Popov Alexandr 

Russia 
1  

20. Alexandrov Yuri 
Russia 
1 

In group C (older girls) there were unfortunately only 6 players. From the strongest players stayed aside the Swede Marie Lestander, who has developed quickly lately (she found a job for the summer) and the Estonian Evelyn Tihkan (she finished school). The definite favourite was Yelena Lebedeva, two times the world champion of the girls. Indeed, the next title victory came seemingly quite easily for her. 

For other medals there were 3 real contenders – silver of the world championship Oksana Sorokina, probably the best female player at the moment in Estonia Maris Tuvikene and the third member of the powerful Podyugan girl-trio Yelena Skalozubova. The latter performed pleasantly steadily. In both games with Maris she got into a worse position with black, but was still able to get two points out of those games and became the second. Oksana’s game was maybe a little bit disturbed because of the organizing-work of the tournament, but finally she became the third scarcely, but deservedly. Maris’s game was ruined by her trainer Ants Soosõrv, who showed her uncertain variants, which brought one loss after another. 

Group C

Participant


Country
Points

1. Lebedeva Elena 

RUS 

9 

2. Skalozubova Elena 
RUS 

7.5 

3. Sorokina Oxana 

RUS 

5 

4. Tuvikene Maris

EST 

5 

5. Prokhorova Elena 
RUS

2.5

6. Zakatova Evgeniya 
RUS 

1 

In group D (girls aged 14 and less) it was the most difficult to predict the winner in my opinion. There were strong girls from Rybinsk – Leshukova and Sokolova, the two best of the last Russian Championship, from Zhigulyovsk – Aljona Mikhailova and Anna Gross and from Nizni Novgorod – Yelena Chizkhina and Olga Kocheshkeva. But powerfully started Yulia Savrasova from Podyuga, by winning all the first 9 games. As surely as her the second was Aljona Mikhailova, who had gathered 7.5 points up to that moment. And although maybe their finish failed, the preceding success was enough for keeping their places. Finally, Anastasiya Leshukova, who probably has the biggest baggage of achievements, became the third. Chizhkina and Leshukova, who had stayed in the leading group for long, were quite far from the top three places in the end. 

Group D 

Participant


Country
        Points

1. Savrasova Yuliya 
Russia 

9 

2. Mikhailova Alyona 
Russia 

8 

3. Leshukova Anastasiya 
Russia 

7.5 

4. Zhukova Ekaterina 
Russia 

7 

5. Sichkar Ekaterina 
Russia 

7 

6. Melnikova Alyona 
Russia 

7  

7. Chizhkina Elena 

Russia 

6.5  

8. Krasnonosova Serafima 
Russia 

6.5 

9. Kocheshkova Olga 
Russia 

6 

10. Sokolova Anastasiya 
Russia 

6 

11. Timokhina Nadezhda 
Russia 

6 

12. Gross Anna 

Russia 

5.5 

13. Erenberg Yuliya 
Russia 

5.5 

14. Yudina Mariya 

Russia 

5.5 

15. Zvereva Anna 

Russia 

5 

16. Nedashkovskaya Alyona Russia 
4 

17. Voronova Natalya 
Ukraine 
3 

18. Shubina Viktoriya 
Russia 
3 

19. Tyuttina Alexandra 
Russia 
1.5 

20. Parunova Elena 

Russia 
0.5 

In conclusion some style examples from the girls’ games.
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Lebedeva – Tuvikene 1:0, 

27, D3, 5→16

This game was crucial for Maris, because to become the third, she would have needed a draw at least. The beginning wasn’t so bad, but 12(??) is in the wrong side. 12-A would give a nicer position for white in my opinion (for example Gardström - Soosõrv WC 1997). 14 is obviously necessary, I wouldn’t risk to block the pair from the other end. 15(!) – a beautiful move, but it seems to me, that 16-18 could save something. 17(!) is already a winning move, although 18-B could probably lengthen the agony a little bit. 
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Sorokina – Tuvikene 0:1, 

46, D8, 5A→A

The 8th move like that is not discussed in Kozhin’s “Click of Stones”. I found from the database that a position like that has been played three times (Sinyov was white twice) and all the games have been won by white! So Maris didn’t disgrace the white. The tenth move is a genuine maris-move. It’s not easy for black to find a way to win and they will set out to a calm development-path. 17(?!) – it’s probably better to play 17-18. Now white took control quite easily and made a beautiful win later on.
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