The 3rd Youth European Championship

By Ants Soosõrv, 2001
The right to organize the 3rd Youth EC was given to Ukraine by RIF. Unfortunately at one moment it became clear that there will be overwhelming organizational problems and Ukraine relinquished. Therefore the tournament was again held in Estonia (also the first Youth EC took place here in 1997), but this time instead of Karepa in Tallinn.
The level of organizing was clearly weaker than on Youth EC 1999 in Podyuga. A short time for organizing was partly guilty for this. 
Unfortunately the number of participating countries and players was poor. There was no-one from Estonia's neighbouring country Sweden. Such stronger players as Klimashin, Chingin, Lebedeva, Skalozubova, Gross, Timokhina, Ses, Karasev, Grishnin, Chizhkina, Kocheskova and others were not present. 
Positive was the participation of young Finnish boys. As known the first Finnish player to participate in a title tournament was Marko Pellikka, now there are five more. The Finnish boys performed rather well, especially considering that this was their first renju tournament, until this time they had only played gomoku. Now we can only hope that Finland will be represented in Youth WC in Podyuga this summer and also on other renju tournaments. 
But now to the battles, starting from group A (boys 15-20 years old). There were only four players in this group, another representative of Estonia Pavel Voznyuk had to back out at the last moment because of problems at school. The burden of favourite had to carried perhaps by Nekrasov and Lents, but Kazarin's trainer Irina Metreveli has spoken of his talent for a long time and waited for his victories. The fourth participant Yevgeni Myasoedov could be considered as an outsider. 
Because of the small number of participants the games were played twice in round robin system, alltogether six games. After the first round of games the leader was Johann Lents with 2.5 points, followed by Kazarin with 2, Myasoedov with 1 and Nekrasov with only 0.5. But the expected duel between Lents and Kazarin in the second round of games did not take place - Kazarin got carried away by winning all of his next three games, when at the same time Lents lost all of his. Johann was still lucky to get the second place with an extraordinarily bad result. The surprise of the tournament for me was Myasoedov, who played properly against strong players. 

In group B there was at least a respectable number of participants - 18, but only 6 of them had experience from big tournaments. The main favourites were first and foremost two of them - the previous European Youth Champion Tunnet Taimla and a strong player from Podyuga Pavel Vershinin. The closest competitors were Aleksander Ryabov, Sergey Ogorodov, Timo Ilu and the youngest participant of the tournament Yevgeni Sumarokov. The level of playing of the rest of the participants was already clearly weaker. Yevgeni Sumarokov still had to accept two losses from the players of the weaker group, but in return won Ogorodov and Ilu and firmly took the 6th place. Ogorodov, who unfortunately is lacking a stable possibility to train in Moscow, had to settle with the 5th place. His only accomplishment was defeating Ryabov; he lost to Tunnet in a couple of minutes and also otherwise he seemed to be short playing confidence. 
The 4th place was taken by Timo Ilu, who has progressed a lot in the past year. Pavel Vershinin had to accept the 3rd place. Alexander Ryabov demonstrated a very nice play. In the first round he made a draw with Tunnet Taimla and there was not much missing from a situation where this draw would have cost Tunnet much, because Ryabov's coefficient would have been better...
But Tunnet's victory can be considered as a deserved one, he is really a good player. Next year's WC Vershinin and Ogorodov will already be in the older group, but we will wait for interesting battles between Taimla, Ryabov, Ilu and Sumarokov. 
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There were only two participants in group D - Yulia Savrasova and Helen Milva and therefore they were added to the 6 players of group C and they played in Round Robin system. 
The fact, that two groups played together, but with different accounting, affected the final result of the tournament (Evelyn Tihkan got the best result against the opponents of her own group), but I believe that the decicion was correct. 
In group C the main favourite might have been Oxana Sorokina, who plays ecpecially well on men's tournaments. For two years in a row, in 1999 and 2000 she got from Russian Championship first league into high league and she showed a substantial play also on this year's first league. In girls' and women's tournaments she has remained a bit in the shadow of the famous competitiors of her home settlement - Lebedeva, Savrasova and Metreveli.
Anastasia Leshukova from Rybinsk has also performed rather successfully. The pretenders for medal were without a doubt also Maris Tuvikene, Evelyn Tihkan and Anastasia Sokolova. 
The tournament was very equally matched and competitive, much more exciting than the boys' tournament. The games often lasted until the last minutes of time control and in some cases even until the last seconds. 
Evelyn got a successful start by winning Maris (Maris did not make a reverse in D2), then Anastasia Leshoukova (Leshoukova did not find a difficult forced win), Ester Eggert (she did not make a reverse in D2 either) and Helen. At the same time Oxana made ultracompetitive draws with Leshoukova and Yulia, won Ester and in a very difficult game also Helen. By that time Leshoukova had already given away two points, in addition to a loss against Evelyn and a draw with Oxana, she had made a draw with Yulia. But a dramatic game was between Leshoukova and Maris, which ended with Maris exceeding her time limit. 
In the fifth round Evelyn, who had risen to be the main favourite, played with her closest follower Oxana. Evelyn came out of the opening playing with white with a sure advantage, but continued very badly, gave the initiative to the opponent, in the end made several mistakes and lost. 
In the sixth round bith of the leaders stayed on track and therefore everything would be decided by the matches in the last round between Oxana-Maris and Evelyn-Yulia. Maris, who in the meantime had also lost to Yulia, fought only for the fourth place, but fought well. Oxana could not stand the psychological pressure and lost. At the sae time Evelyn came out of the opening with a nice position, and consediring Maris' perspective position, she could have peacefully led the game into a draw. But she did not succeed in doing that, Yulia got a point from a completely empty position and saved the first place of group C for Oxana, for she had a better coefficient than Evelyn.
Leshoukova finally reached the leaders and had an equal coefficient with Evelyn. But a win in the game between each other gave the second place to Evelyn. 
In group D there could not have been any intrigues. Perhaps Yulia did not play the most successful variants, maybe did not play in the middle of the game most skilfully, but in the lack of time in the endgames she played firmly and masterly. In this respect she is a good example for many of the men in top level. 
Helen Milva played well, especially considering that he had not played renju for almost a year. We can only hope that the talented girl will also play on renju tournaments in the future. 
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Tunnet Taimla comments:

Ryabov - Ogorodov, 0-1, 28, D3 
10 - interesting move. 11-A seems to be strong answer. If 11-12, then maybe 12-B, 13-11, 14-A or perhaps just 12-A. If 11-B, then probably 12-12, 13-21, 14-15, 15-13, 16-A, 17-C, 18-19. The 17th move was a bit overrated. 18 - a worthy answer. From now on white took the tempo. After 28th move Ryabov surrendered. It seems that there is nothing to do, because there is a beautiful foul threat in point D and E, and it seems to be impossible to defend. But there is a beautiful defence 29-F!!
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Vershinin - Taimla, 0-1, 28, D3 
This 5th move has not been used a lot lately, but Vershinin played it several times on this tournament. A three on the 11th move was a big surprise for me. I had expected 11-13. There are probably many different 14th moves. 15 - really sharpens the position. A more peaceful continuation would have apparently been 15-24, 16-A. 16..18 - the only logical answer. I am not sure if the 19th move is a sure loss, if 21-27 is played, but after 21-21, 23-23 black has no chance. 
Interview with Tunnet Taimla
You became the European Youth Champion also two years ago. Could you compare these two tournaments in reference to your strength?
Two years ago I was not among the main favourites. So it was much easier to play. This year the tournament was much more nervous. But of course this time I had more experience and also my knowledge of theory was wider. So there definitely has been some progress. 
You were also considered one of the favourites on last summer youth world championship. Can you explain why you got only the 6th place against more or less the same opponents who you had won the year before? 
The reason was probably that I had no preparation for the tournament. My game confidence was lost. I felt that during the whole tournament. But still I presumed to get a better place. 
Who do you think are your main competitors on youth world championship next year? 
I think that this year's six best could also win next year, but Ogorodov and Vershinin (two main competitors) will not fit into the younger boys' group anymore. So Ryabov, Ilu and Sumarokov remain. But there is time until the next summer. A lot can happen during that :)
Have you thought about doing something more than playing for renju in the future (create programs, train pupils or something else)? 
I think that I will dedicate myself to playing for now, but in the future when I get older, then definitely!
Speak about your other hobbies.
I like to play football, basketball, table-tennis, billiards, footbag (freestyle). I like to do things with my computer, surf the internet and do all the things that internet allows, but renju is the most important. 
Interview with Michael Kazarin

Could you say some words about yourself, what you go in for etc.
I am 15 years old, I study in the 10th form. In my free time I help my mother, watch TV, also study computer and English. 
Is Irina Metreveli finally satisfied with you? (I asked this question, because Irina has told me that Kazarin is her brightest pupil and a lot is expected from him, but until now Mike has failed on title tournaments.)
Irina Metreveli answers the question - I have always been satisfied with Mishas's game and I have always said that he is one of my best students. I was sure that he would finally brake this burden of getting the fourth place. 
How much time do you spend on renju?
We have trainings six times a week, three hours each time. At home I practise renju for an additional hour, sometimes less. 
What other hobbies do you have?
Fishing. I like to go fishing on every season of the year. Besides that I like hiking, listening to music and I am interested in fretwork. 
What are your dreams in the field of renju?
I have many goals. To perform well on youth world championship in Podyuga and become a master in sports before finishing school. 
Inteview with Oxana Sorokina

Could you say some words about yourself, what you go in for etc.
I study to be a shop assistant. In the evening I work as a trainer with Irina Vladimirovna. I like to listen to slow music.
Are you satisfied with your game and result on the tournament?
I am not satisfied with my game, but I am with the result. I did not imagine on the first place with such poor game, but probably I was lucky, because my opponents were very strong. 
What are your plans for the future? Will you get married and stop playing, or continue as a player and a trainer?
I do not intend to get married at the moment. I will continue with renju as a player and a trainer. 
What kind of a role does Irina Vladimiriovna play in your success?
Her role is enormous. Without her I would have accomplished nothing. All my not-so-big victories are subjest to her support, advice and trainings. 
What other hobbies do you have?
I practically don't have any free time. It is all taken up by renju and studying. 
